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CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 4779 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, NU 

SUBJECT: CENTRAL AMERICAN AND PANAMANIAN CHIEFS OF STATE 
MEETING IN CARACAS 

NICARAGUAN PRESIDENT SOMOZA TOLD ME ON DECEMBER 1 1 THAT 
VENEZUELAN OFFICIALS HAD DISCUSSED WITH MINISTERS WHO HAD 
BEEN IN CARACAS MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN 
AND PANAMANIAN CHIEFS OF STATE'S MEETING, A DRAFT STATEMENT 
WHICH WOULD IN EFFECT PLACE BLAME FOR CURRENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON POLICIES OF DEVELOPED COUNTRIES AND 
ADDITIONALLY WOULD DEAL IN SOMEWHAT VAGUE TERMS WITH ALLEGED 
"POLLUTION OF THE CARIBBEAN' 1 . SOMOZA FEELS THAT NEITHER ONE 
OF THESE STATEMENTS ARE ACCEPTABLE AND IS DISCUSSING THEM 
PRIVATELY WITH OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS IN EFFORT TO 
ESTABLISH POSITION OPPOSING AN INCLUSION IN ANY COMMUNIQUE 
WHICH MIGHT BE SIGNED AT CONCLUSION OF PRESIDNTS' MEETING. 

SHELTON 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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